Wave Definitions


Frequency The number of waves that pass a point per second.

Amplitude The height of a wave.

Wavelength The distance between two crests

Reflection The bouncing of a wave off an object.

Refraction The change in direction as a wave passes from one medium to another.

Polarisation a polarised wave vibrates in one plain only.

Stationary wave is produced waves of the same frequency travelling in opposite directions meet.

Sound intensity This is the rate at which sound energy passes through unit area perpendicular to the direction that the sound is travelling.

A Longitudinal wave is a wave that vibrates parallel to the direction in which the energy is travelling.

A Transverse wave vibrates perpendicular to the direction in which the energy is travelling
Interference is the change in amplitude that occurs when waves meet
Diffraction is the spreading of wave round an obstacle or gap in its path
Resonance is the transfer of energy between bodies with same natural frequency

Fundamental frequency is the lowest resonant frequency of a vibrating object

The Doppler Effect is the apparent change in the frequency of a wave due to the motion of the source of the wave.
